Fingerprints
[image: image1.png]You might notice that all fingerprints contain one of three basic patierns





Are the variations in fingerprints genetic or environmental?

Are they continuous or discontinuous?

[image: image2.png]You might see one or more of these patterns on the five fingers of
anyone’s hand. Sets of fingerprints may look like this,
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How to take fingerprints:-

1. Draw around each hand in your book.

2. Use a pencil to scribble an area on a piece of scrap paper, about 2cm x 2cm.
3. Cut a piece of sticky tape, about 2 cm long. Then rub your left thumb on the scribbled area.
4. Press the sticky tape onto your thumb, peel it off and stick it above the thumb of the left hand drawing.
5. Make fingerprints for the rest of your left hand – and the right one as well.

6. Write whorl, arch or loop next to each one to show which pattern it is.

Count up the TOTAL number of whorls, arches and loops, and work out the percentage of the total for each one.

In the general population, about 65 per cent of all fingerprints are loops; 30 per cent are whorls; and only 5 per cent are arches.
Do your results agree with this?
